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derived to them by this service; they are happy
in the employment, and generally cheerful, and
form a class of people in themselves respected
by every other both for their services and for
their general good behaviour. In the houses
of foreigners they are the most useful amongst
the whole establishment; they have charge of
property, keep the furniture in exact order,
prepare the beds, the lamps, and the candles,
where wax is used. Tallow having beef-fat in
its manufacture is an abomination to the Hin-
doos, by whom it is considered unholy to slay,
or even to touch any portion of the slaughtered
cattle of their respect: for believing in trans-
migration, they affirm that these animals re-
ceive the souls of their departed relations. The
bearers make the best of nurses to children, and
contribute to the comfort of their employer by
pulling the punkah night and day: in short, so
necessary are these servants to the domestic
economy of sojourners in the East, that their
merits as a people must be a continual theme
of praise; for I know not how an English
establishment could be conducted with any
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